Psychology Course on the Psychology of Belief
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The major chunk of points for the class will come from your final project, the theme of which will be “Educating the Public about Pseudoscience.” To that end, you will be preparing and running a “booth” on campus during the term that serves to educate those on campus about why your topic is a pseudoscience and why that’s important. You will be teaming up with two other students and hosting the booth together. Booths will be required to have handouts, signage that draws people in, some type of activity to participate in, and you should be prepared to interact with passers-by in an intelligent fashion. More information will be gone over in class about this. You will be graded on the following aspects:

Booth presentation, 300 points: On the day of the fair, you and your group members will host the booth from 10 am until 2 pm. This will include engaging passers-by, telling them what your topic is, and demonstrating the topic via an activity. (Booths will likely be set-up in or near the Norton student center) 

Booth materials, 100 points: On the day of the fair, you should document what you did via
photographs, video recordings, and more. You will then upload these and other materials
(such as your handouts) into the course Dropbox.

Booth reflection, 100 points: You will write a 1000 word reflection paper about the
Pseudoscience Fair. What is a reflection paper? A reflection paper is something that reflects your personal insights, opinions, or observations; in this case, that means thinking about how your time in this class as a whole, planning and running the booth, and visiting the other booths, resulted in changes (or not) to your thoughts, beliefs, and behaviors.

*Used with permission from Dr. Shane Pitts, Department of Psychology, Birmingham-Southern College

