Psychology Course on the Stereotyping & Prejudice
Wiki/Blog Assignment*

For the term project, we ask that you engage in an intensive study of a topic of your choosing, with my approval of course.  Aside from learning more about course material by applying it to a new topic, another goal of this project is for us to reach beyond the confines of our small classroom, out into the real wide world.  Too often, students work hard on final projects that are only seen by two people – themselves and the professor. That’s a shame. Thus, we ask that you design and produce Wiki pages / Blog to be published on the web at course’s end.  

The overarching goal of this project is for you to apply in depth, social psychological concepts, research, and theories to a novel topic we did not cover much, if at all (e.g., weight bias, anti-atheist prejudice, etc.) or to a discrete real world event (i.e., something specific going on in the world, in the news, etc.). The best wikis / papers will weave together applications using theories and concepts that are bolstered with appeal to empirical research and your own, novel insights gleaned from the course readings and class discussions. 
You may work on the project with one other student or alone, but regardless all of the writing must be an individual effort.  The idea is that students will work on individual pages, unique to their project topic and we will then combine them in the end to produce an engaging and informative website from which others may learn.  For example, one pair of students may want a page on “Prejudice in Politics” and another “Environmental Racism” and another may decide to analyze a real world event using course concepts, and so on. The best way to think about the project is that it will be similar to a typical research paper, but will be somewhat more like a well-written piece of science journalism, including images, etc. (See articles from the links below for good journalistic accounts). 

https://www.nytimes.com/topic/subject/race-and-ethnicity
https://www.theguardian.com/world/race
SPECIFICS:
· You will need at least four additional sources other than those assigned for the course, most of which should be primary courses (e.g., journal articles) or from reputable secondary sources (scholarly books, etc.). If in doubt, ask me or the Teaching Fellow. 
· The Wiki / paper should utilize multiple concepts that span at least three chapters from the main text and include references to additional readings. 
· The goal is not to apply every single concept from the course readings, but rather to focus on a handful (six to eight is a rough guideline). You will choose judiciously from those concepts, theories, research findings that best relate to your topic and those that help you to analyze the event or topic with significant depth, precision, and psychological insight. Surface or shallow applications will not work for this assignment.
· If you select a discrete event to analyze, you will want to provide some background on the event, but do so very briefly. You may want to include a link to a larger summary of the event.  Most of your paper/page should be devoted to applications of psychological concepts (as described above) to the event(s).
· The Wiki / Blog should be the equivalent of a 5 to 7-page single-spaced paper with 1” margins all around and no larger than sized 12 standard font. This is equivalent to about 2,500 – 3,500 words. 
· You should incorporate images and/or video.  That’s one of the differences between doing the project as a standard paper versus as a Wiki page intended for a broad audience. 
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