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Science-based Op-Ed Assignment*

Students are asked to identify a psychology-related issue or puzzle related to the course, examine relevant research evidence, and write a science-based opinion piece, or "science op-ed," of 1,500-2,000 words or so (e.g., Environmental bias in low-income, minority neighborhoods. Gay parenting: The value(s) of science. Black, White, and read all over: Why educational disparities persist.). These essays are then submitted to real publication outlets of the student's choice. Through this assignment, you will strengthen your research and writing skills, learn how to apply scientific findings to issues of public interest, become empowered to enter and transform public debate, and become psychology educators as well as consumers. In addition, the public benefits from exposure to scientific evidence on matters of law and public policy. In the words of one student who completed this assignment, "I now realize that my own opinions could influence important legislative decisions and public opinion."

*Used with permission from Dr. Shane Pitts, Department of Psychology, Birmingham-Southern College

