Roman Civilization
Spring 2022

Artifact Assignment 1

Topic:  Debating the nature of Roman expansion and foreign affairs.  Your artifact should adopt a clear position on whether you would characterize Rome’s activities overseas as predominantly aggressive or defensive.  I understand that it is possible to adopt a more centrist and balanced view, but your task here is to be definitive.  

Some guiding questions to ask yourself might include:  What criteria does Rome seem to use when getting involved in foreign affairs?  Do any wars strike you as "just" or "unjust"?  Who or what is the driving force behind Rome's foreign policy at different points throughout the 3rd and 2nd Century?  Does Rome's policy differ depending on geographical location?

Artifact Description:  To express your position in this debate, you will create an “artifact.” This is essentially a creative project of your own design that may include anything from artwork, creative writing, music, or any other medium that speaks to your personal passion or skills.  The main idea is simply to express your opinion in a debate outside the confines of a traditional essay.  Given that you are participating in a debate, your artifact should also have the capacity to persuade an audience.  To clarify how your artifact accomplishes all this, you will include a brief (one page) write-up that explains your thought process and the end-product.

Possible Artifact Examples:
· you might create a political pamphlet (from the perspective of either Romans or others) that makes your position clear
· you write a brief scene (historical fiction) that captures the essence of the debate
· you might create a piece of propaganda (artistic or otherwise) that speaks to the debate

Criteria:
· Do you adopt a clear stance on this question?  Is that stance obvious in your artifact, without reference to your explanation?
· Do you capture and understand the key factors that seem to motivate Rome’s behavior?  This can be made clear either within the artifact itself, or within the explanation.
· How well do you integrate evidence into this assignment?  This can be made clear either within the artifact itself, or within the explanation.
· Is your artifact able to effectively influence its audience?
