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Artifact Assignment 2

Topic:  Determining the cause for the collapse of the Roman Republic.  Your artifact should adopt a clear position regarding the most important factors that led to the transformation of the Roman state.  Naturally there are a wide variety of factors that you could touch on, but for the artifact itself you should focus on no more than the two most important in your view.  After all, some factors are more impactful than others and your ultimate task is to be definitive.  

Potential places to begin:  Review the six recurring problems of the Republic’s final generations – how did these ultimately play out?  Consider the conflicting visions for what the Republic could and should have been.  Recall some of the themes that ancient historians themselves emphasized in explaining this time period.  Think about the actions and behavior of the primary players leading up to Rome’s various episodes of civil strife – can/should blame be assigned?

Artifact Description:  To express your position in this debate, you will create an “artifact.” This is essentially a creative project of your own design that may include anything from artwork, creative writing, music, or any other medium that speaks to your personal passion or skills.  The main idea is simply to express your opinion in a debate outside the confines of a traditional essay.  Given that you are participating in a debate, your artifact should also have the capacity to persuade an audience.  To clarify how your artifact accomplishes all this, you will include a brief (one page) write-up that explains your thought process and the end-product.

Possible Artifact Examples:
· you might create a political pamphlet (from the perspective of either Romans or others) that makes your position clear
· you write a brief scene (historical fiction) that captures the essence of the debate
· you might create a piece of propaganda (artistic or otherwise) that speaks to the debate

Criteria:
· Do you adopt a clear stance on this question?  Is that stance obvious in your artifact, without reference to your explanation?
· Do you capture and understand the key factors that seem to motivate these events?  This can be made clear either within the artifact itself, or within the explanation.
· How well do you integrate evidence into this assignment?  This can be made clear either within the artifact itself, or within the explanation.
· Is your artifact able to effectively influence its audience?
