Exam Creation Assignment
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Spring 2022

In place of one standard exam, each student will design their own exercise intended to evaluate individual knowledge of course material.  This assignment is intentionally open-ended with limited parameters – accomplish this task in the best way you can imagine!

Parameters include:
· You may use a standard format, such as the ID/Essay style that I use, or you may create something entirely new to evaluate your peers’ command of course material.
· The exercise, or “test”, that you create should take another student in class 50 minutes to complete, assuming they are prepared.
· Include a justification of your methods in creating this exercise.  Why did you use this particular format or style?  How do your questions or instructions evaluate other members of the course?  Why did you include the material that you selected?  Be very thorough here.
· Provide ideal answers to your exercise on a separate sheet.

Assignment Purpose:  
This assignment falls under the rubric of “Alternative Assessment.”  The general idea is to encourage students to engage with material in different way.  The open-ended nature of the assignment is intended to prompt each student to think critically and independently about key themes in the course.  The assignment should also allow you to utilize strengths that may not be typically on display during the preparation for and completion of a standard exam.

Criteria for Evaluation:
· Did you capture or highlight most/some/few of the major themes of the course thus far?
· Did you address a sufficiently broad range of topics?  Or was your exercise limited in scope?
· Did your material focus only on class discussion, or did you include any key material from readings that we may not have had time to address?
· How well does your exercise actually evaluate what students have accomplished thus far?
· Are your justifications coherent and reasonable?
· Are your ideal answers actually ideal, or at least nearly so?
· Please note:  creativity in formulating your exercise will be rewarded, but is not necessary.

