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Appendix: Student Reflections  

Sewanee Mid-term Student Reflections:  

What were the two most valuable aspects of the trip to Atlanta in terms of enriching your 

understanding of the issues and questions addressed by the course?   

  

Seeing another archive and learning more about the research process was helpful and 

eyeopening. It's always good to learn more about and observe another group's approach. The 

material itself was very cool as well.   

  

Honesty, Stone Mountain was probably the most important aspect in terms of making me 

question how we as a society deal (or don't deal) honestly with our past.  Seeing the light-show 

from the point of view of someone taking a class on racial reconciliation was absolutely 

mindblowing; it was such as blatant example of how NOT to present history. I believe that this 

was very important for the class to see so that we could more honestly present our own project.   

  

Dr. Knight's lecture at the AUC Library and our visit to Stone Mountain. Dr. Knight's lecture 

about slave historiography was illuminating and enlightening and made me excited about the 

work we were doing with our own archives. Stone Mountain was a sad reminder of the cultural 

battle we're fighting in large part in regards to an accurate historical portrait of the South, the 

Civil War, and slavery.   

  

For me it was just physically being at a HBCU. It was really an eye-opening experience. It  

made me aware of the contrast with Sewanee .  

  

The most valuable aspects of the ATL trip was being able to see their archives and realize that 

we at Sewanee have almost more and open access to our archives. I also really enjoyed the trip 

to Stone Mountain. I feel like it opened up a lot of dialogue for the class and that everyone had 

something to say about it.   

  

The discussions and lectures with Morehouse and Spelman professors working on the same 

issues as this class. Also the tour of historical places in Atlanta that helped paint a picture of 

what these historical black colleges have come up against in the past.  

  

I was not able to attend the first Atlanta trip.  

  

I think that the lecture by Dr. Knight on slave inventories in the south was very relevant to our 

own archival project. I also really enjoyed going to Stone Mountain with our class.   

  

1.) graveyard tour -- seeing ATL narratives with an eye to (local as well as national) history for 

its own sake 2.) Stone Mtn -- seeing history as advertisement.   

  



Studies of Slavery: Midterm student reflections and essays  

 

 

The class trip to Atlanta was designed, in part, to facilitate interactions and dialogue with 

students from Morehouse and Spelman. Please evaluate its effectiveness in meeting this 

goal.  

  

It was effective, given the amount of discussion time we had, as far as interacting with students 

from Morehouse. Obviously, we weren't able to visit Spelman, but I feel that the idea of 

cooperating and sharing ideas with students from other universities is extremely important, and 

I wish that classes in other departments would do the same more often.   

  

Of course, there were no Spelman students, but I thought working with the Morehouse students 

was absolutely wonderful. We were all able to engage and talk and getting their perspective 

was invaluable. I don't think the trip would've been the same or as impactful without that 

dialogue.   

  

Well... there were only a few students there, but I thought that we had some good conversation 

and interactions. We compared notes on our campus environments. I saw as two students come 

to the realization that they went to rival high schools. It was neat, but I honestly feel that the 

real impactful experience was just walking around their campus, more so than any specific 

conversation I had with one of the students.  

  

As stated above, I feel like it was almost only the Sewanee kids doing a lot of the talking and 

answering questions...   

  

I was not able to attend the first Atlanta trip.  

  

Since there were only about four Morehouse students, it was a little difficult to start a dialogue. 

It felt mostly separated up until our trip to dinner, which was enjoyable.   

  

8/10 -- great discussion, really cool, knowledgeable students, but I wish we'd been able to meet 

Spelman students as well. Plus, since there were so few Morehouse students and 9-10 of us, I 

did feel a little anxious that they might feel crowded.   

  

Please briefly explain your answer to the previous question about inter-campus visits.  

  

It would have been nice to have had more time with the Morehouse students, but we had a 

pretty good conversation over dinner about personal experiences, things we'd learned in class,  

and current events.   

  

As I said, the visit was fun and enriching and invaluable to the ideas wrestled with in the 

course. However, I think the field trips should be mentioned in the course abstract if offered 

again.   

  

We have two more.... tbd.  
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I do feel that inter-campus visits are very nice, but in the future maybe some more planning 

and making sure that there is a good group of students from both or all colleges present.   

  

I feel they were delightful and necessary for perspective of what the students are learning  

about this campu s.   

  

Haven't been able to attend one yet, so I don't think I can really make a recommendation.  

Although the field trip was enriching, I do wish it had more explicit correlation with our class 

material and discussion. As I stated earlier, activities such as Stone Mountain were enriching, 

but the cemetery visit didn't seem as applicable.   

  

Sewanee's isolation (physical and demographic) isn't conducive to seeing how current campus 

culture/history/etc relates to nearby institutions' on a personal basis. Physically visiting other 

campuses forces (in the best way) us to engage with other colleges' histories and present 

cultures. It provides useful perspective and stimulating, relevant discussion. I think these trips 

are vital to the greater part of the learning I have done in this course.   

  

In terms of the questions and issues addressed by the course, how relevant and helpful 

was the class presentation project executed in conjunction with artist Vesna Pavlovic?  

  

It would have been nice to have known that the class included an art-based project, perhaps in 

the class description; I feel like a few students were caught unawares. As an artist, however, I 

really enjoyed the project. It was refreshing to have a creative take on what could have been 

based solely on analytical archival research.    

  

I was skeptical at first and for a long time, but the project ended up working wonderfully. In 

the end, I thought it culminated all of the ideas we were working on into a stunning somber 

display that really told the story in the way we wanted it to. I think it made the course unique 

and, looking back, was invaluable.  

  

I must say, the project caused more confusion and frustration than it should have. In the end it 

seemed to all come together though! I still have mixed emotions about its effectiveness, but the 

more I think about it, the more I like how it blurred the lines between art and history. It helped 

break down the idea that the only impactful form historical analysis takes is academic 

literature.   

  

The presentation was extremely helpful. Being able to see something come out of just a few 

hours in the archives turn into something so well put together was amazing.   

  

It was impactful to certain members of the community I hope. So they can see what we have  

been doing with our research in the archives .  
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I think that examining the archives was really interesting, and gave us a useful insight into the 

lives of the people who inhabited Sewanee in its early years. I'm not entirely sure if Vesna's 

artistic style was necessarily the best way to present our findings, as most of our artifacts were 

not really visually interesting.  

  

I think that by far, the presentation was the most helpful to understanding Sewanee's history of  

slavery and race. It was great to see how students interpreted and interacted with archival   

material .   

Ultimately, very helpful -- it was good to have a firsthand experience in organizing a historical 

engagement project, and I'd say that even if it had gone poorly. It was nerve-wracking to not 

know what we were doing half the time, and nerve-wracking to have to coordinate a group 

project across a dozen people, and nerve-wracking that Prof. Pavlovic was not a specialist in 

African-American, 1800s American, or any other imminently relevant subfield (this said, I 

don't want it to seem like Prof. Pavlovic's guidance was not helpful or relevant, only that this 

was a source of uncertainty). It definitely helped me interact with and trust the other students 

in the class a lot more. 9/10.   

  

Please summarize the value to you of the presentation project in relation to the questions 

and issues core to the course.  

  

People don't care about history unless it directly related to their lives or they can find some 

way of connecting on a personal level with people who history affected. By using the names 

and ages of those enslaved by John Quitman in a memorial setting, we 1) brought them out of 

the archives and into the public eye and 2) gave the viewers/listeners a way of forming an 

emotional connection to history by imagining who these people might have been, and even 

more importantly, imagining one's self in their position.   

  

Taking materials out of the archives and into the public view is fundamental to reconciling 

Sewanee's present with our past. We can say that the university was founded by slaveholders 

and traders all we want, but being able to show a bill of sale for a human being with the 

signature of one of the founders on it, there doesn't need to be an explanation. The document 

speaks for itself.      

  

Again, I was skeptical, and definitely out of my comfort zone as an artistÃ©, but it turned out 

great. It was confusing and seemed disordered at first, but when it all came together, the 

questions and issues each group was working with created a great project. We were all 

working with our own ideas brought on by the archives and the presentation was a creative 

way in displaying them.   

  

 believe that this presentation was very valuable to this class and the questions that we have 

been raising. Being able to present to the public and other Sewanee students was such a 

valuable thing.   
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I don't know how valuable the presentation part of it was, but I guess we have to show the 

results of our findings to the public somehow.   

  

One large question/issue I've been grappling with throughout this course is how to make the 

larger Sewanee population recognize and care about the subject matter of our class. I think the 

presentation was an effective manner of exposing these issues to the wider community, which 

was incredibly valuable.   

  

Although it was touched on in the last response, I do think the presentation was very important 

for our class, and for the Sewanee community more broadly.   

  

Very good for teaching me how to prioritize and present sometimes-conflicting issues  

pertinent to Sewanee's history y.   
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