
UNIV 100, Section 021 – MW 1:00 – 2:15 
Mastering the First Year 

Fall 2020 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette 

 

Instructor: Kelee Roddy, M.S.     Peer Mentor: Tori Luster 

Email: kelee@louisiana.edu     Email:  

Office: Lee Hall, Room 114F      

Phone: 337-482-5434 

Office Hours: Virtual by appointment.  

 

Course Description: UNIV 100 has been designed to help first-year students maximize their success in college by 

addressing a variety of issues that often lead to failure or withdrawal as well as providing you with information and 

strategies to enhance your academic success. The course has two parts: 

1. Cajun Connection: Virtual  

2. First-Year Seminar: August 17 – November 20   

You must receive credit in both parts of the course to pass UNIV 100.  

 

Cajun Connection: 

Cajun Connection is a required component of UNIV 100 and will be available online via Moodle beginning August 

13th. The course is broken up into small sections, so you don’t have to complete all of the activities at one time. 

However, you must have completed all sections of the online Cajun Connection by Monday, Aug. 31st at 5:00PM to 

receive credit for UNIV 100. If you do not complete Cajun Connection by this date, you will be deducted by one letter 

grade, regardless of work you have already completed or your current grade in the seminar. As with all of your classes, 

failure of UNIV 100 will affect your cumulative GPA, which could impact your eligibility for Financial Aid, including 

TOPS, in future semesters, and your ability to compete in collegiate athletics or participate in other university 

sponsored programs. 

 

Course Learning Outcomes:  

After successful completion of UNIV 100, students will be able to: 

1. Think critically and develop solutions to issues presented in class through formulating appropriate questions, 

investigating various options, and evaluating these options for relevance and preference. 

2. Express personal reflections and opinions through both written and oral media. 

3. Investigate answers to questions posed in class by learning to locate information and critically assessing the 

relevance and value of the information. 

4. Identify and describe key elements of personal and group identity 

5. Explore aspects of both personal and community responsibility and explain the commonalities and differences 

between the two. 

6. Utilize career information resources to create and critically evaluate academic and professional goals 

7. Articulate the role of leadership in shaping an individual’s interactions with others as well as determining 

personal, academic, and professional success. 

 

Required Course Materials: A binder with notebook paper for in class assignments and activities. 
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Course Grade: Students must pass both the Cajun Connection and First-Year Seminar sections of the course to earn a 

passing grade in UNIV 100. Your grade in the Cajun Connection part of the course is “credit/no credit” (and will be 

provided to your instructor from the Office of the First-Year Experience). Your grade in the seminar is based on the 

following: 

 

• 4 assignments/class activities (25 points each) = 100 pts 

• 5 larger assignments/essays graded on specific criteria (50 points each) = 250 pts 

• 1 end-of-semester project = 100 pts 
• Contribution of Attendance = 100 pts 

 

The final course grade will utilize the following grade scale: 

 90-100 = A 

 80-89  = B 

 70-79 = C 

 60-69 = D 

 < 60  = F 

COURSE POLICIES 

 

Attendance Policy: Attendance in class is very important and is mandatory. Attendance will be taken for every class 

period. Contribution of attendance will be given for each day a student is present and actively engaging in class 

discussion. If a student is absent or not engaging in class discussion, attendance points will not be given and will affect 

the student’s overall grade. Any absences that are to be excused must be accompanied by official documentation to be 

considered. If a student misses multiple days, it is encouraged that the student contact the Dean of Students, Margarita 

Perez, at (337) 482-6266 or via email at mperez@louisiana.edu to assist with absence notifications. For absences 

related to COVID-19, please see the University’s COVID-19 attendance policy at the end of this syllabus.  

 

Course Student Interaction Expectations: Students will respect each other and the instructor. Students will be 

expected to engage in group work during some classes. Students are also expected to participate in class discussions 

and treat the instructor and classmates with respect. Repeated failure to show respect can lead to dismissal from the 

course. 

 

Late Work Policy: After the due date for an assignment has passed, students will have one week in which to submit 

the assignment for half credit. After one week, the assignment will not be graded for credit.  

 

Technology/Cell Phone Policy:  In our classroom, technology is only allowed when you are expressly instructed to 

use it for a specific assignment or project. If you are found using technology at any other time, or if you are found using 

it to work on something other than a class assignment, you will be recorded as absent that day. You should plan on 

taking notes the old fashioned way, by hand. Your cell phone should be kept in your book sack, purse, or pocket. Do 

not keep it on the desk or table. 

 

Recording Devices: Lectures or course materials, such as quizzes, may not be recorded or disseminated in any fashion 

without prior approval from the instructor. 

 

Academic Honesty Policy: The University of Louisiana at Lafayette policy on academic dishonesty is outlined in the 

2017-2018 Undergraduate Catalog and it is expected that the Code of Student Conduct will be followed. Both of these 

documents can be found on Ulink under the Student tab. Failure to adhere to academic honesty policies may lead to 

academic penalties, up to and including failure of the course. If you have any questions about this policy or you aren’t 

sure how to appropriately cite others’ work (such as information you found on the internet), ask your instructor or visit 

The Writing Center (see below). 
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Withdrawing from a course: If you wish to withdraw from a course, you must do so by the last official day to 

withdraw: Thursday, Oct. 29. After that time you will receive the grade assigned by the instructor. 

 

 

 

CAMPUS RESOURCES 

 

Office of Disability Services: For information about ODS and SEP services, contact Kim A. Warren, MSW, PH.D., 

LCSW, Supported Education Advisor, by phone at 482-5252, by email at kimawarren@louisiana.edu, or by visiting the 

Office of Disability Services in the Conference Center, Room 126. Eligibility requirements are described at the ODS 

website (http://disability.louisiana.edu/). Students needing academic accommodations for a disability must first be 

registered with the Office of Disability Services (ODS) to verify the disability and to establish eligibility for 

accommodations. Once registered, students should then schedule an appointment with the professor to make 

appropriate arrangements. 

 

Counseling & Testing Center: Free counseling services are available at the Counseling and Testing Center 

(http://counselingandtesting.louisiana.edu/) which is located in the Saucier Wellness Center in O.K. Allen Hall. 

Reasons for going to counseling include anxiety, depression, relationship difficulties, substance abuse, and more. You 

can contact the center by calling (337) 482-6480 or sending an email to counseling@louisiana.edu.  
 

The Learning Center: Services offered by The Learning Center include FREE individual (one-on-one) tutoring, study 

group tutoring, supplemental instruction (SI), computer lab assistance, and a wide variety of on-line resources, most of 

which are offered in coordination with various academic and administrative departments on campus. Tutors are 

available at The Learning Center for almost all 100- and 200-level math and science courses as well as for ACCT, 

BSAT, ECON, EECE, ENGR, ESOL, FREN, PSYC, SPAN, and STAT. The center is located on the second floor of 

Lee Hall and can be contacted at 337-482-6583 or tlc@louisiana.edu for information or assistance. 

 

The Writing Center: The Writing Center is a free service located on the first floor of Griffin Hall, in room 107. The 

Writing Center consultants are experienced writers and students who pride themselves on creating a comfortable 

environment for every phase of your writing project. From thesis statements, to research planning, document design, to 

just getting started, the Writing Center staff works to help you become more focused, organized, and confident with 

your work. In addition to providing the latest style manuals and handbooks, the Writing Center also operates a 

computer lab, located next door in Griffin Hall, room 108. Walk-ins are accepted, but scheduling an appointment in 

advance (482-5224) is recommended. Students who are more than ten minutes late to an appointment must reschedule. 

You can find more information here: http://english.louisiana.edu/about-us/writing-center/index.shtml.  

 

Technical Support: Students can access technical assistance by contacting the IT Help Desk 

(http://helpdesk.louisiana.edu/) at 337.482.4357 or email at ithelp@louisiana.edu. The IT Help Desk is located in room 

201 of Stephens Hall.  

 

Emergency Evacuation Procedures: A map of this floor is posted near the elevator marking the evacuation route and 

the Designated Rescue Area. This is an area where emergency service personnel will go first to look for individuals 

who need assistance in exiting the building.  Students who may need assistance should identify themselves to the 

Instructor the first day of class. 
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UL LAFAYETTE COVID-19 POLICIES AND GUIDELINES    
    

Student Code of Conduct: COVID-19: The University aims to fulfill its mission while protecting the health and 

safety of our students and campus community at large. This includes taking steps to minimize the potential spread of 

COVID-19. The University will adhere to the orders, proclamations, and regulations of the Governor of Louisiana and 

the Mayor-President of Lafayette, Louisiana, as well as guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(“CDC”) and the Louisiana Department of Health (“LDH”) regarding COVID-19. This impacts the expectations of all 

students as the University continues to make public health informed decisions to protect health and safety on campus. 

Students should read and understand the addendum to the Code of Student Conduct regarding COVID-19 and Public 

Health-Informed Policies, and any updates thereto.    

 

COVID-19 Mask Policy for Academic Areas: To assist in decreasing the spread of the COVID-19 virus, it is the 

University's policy that all students, faculty, and staff are required to wear masks or face coverings which completely 

cover the nose and mouth areas while inside any academic building including classrooms, labs, studios, offices, 

hallways, and stairways. A face shield is not an acceptable substitute of a face mask. Failure to wear a mask is a 

violation of the Student Code of Conduct and such violation will be forwarded to the Dean of Students for action.     

 

Students who have concerns about wearing masks due to a disability or medical condition may discuss a modification 

to the University's mask policy with the Office of Disability Services. In order to discuss a modification for the Fall 

2020 semester, students must first register with Disability Services. All registrants will be contacted to arrange a virtual 

meeting for further discussion. Learn more about Disability Services and accommodations on the Student COVID-19 

Response page. Email questions to ods@louisiana.edu.     

 

COVID-19 Attendance: If you are experiencing any signs or symptoms associated with COVID-19 (refer to the most 

recent Centers for Disease Control [CDC] guidance on possible symptoms),  do not come to class or to campus. First, 

contact Student Health Services (337-482-1293) or your medical provider, then contact your instructors to inform them 

of your situation and discuss possible arrangements and ways to keep up with the courses. If you do not feel well for 

any reason and are staying home, including for symptoms of COVID-19, fill out the Anticipated or Unplanned Absence 
Form.     

 

If you are required to self-isolate or self-quarantine because of COVID-19, do not come to class or to campus. All 

students who are required to self-isolate or self-quarantine because of COVID-19 must complete the Student COVID-19 

Quarantine and Isolation Form (they do not need to complete the Anticipated or Unplanned Absence form) and email 

their instructors for support and resources.     

 

Do not wait until you are behind to reach out to your instructors. Options will vary depending on when during the term 

you are unable to participate, how much class time and coursework is missed, and the nature of the course. Options 

may include, but not be limited to, transitioning to learning and testing remotely during your absence; in extreme cases, 

withdrawing from the course, or receiving a grade of incomplete. Contact your instructor and academic advisor with 

any questions.     

 

For requests to move from on-campus to remote learning for reasons related to COVID-19, a student initiates a written 

request to the faculty member.  The faculty member considers the students request, learning objectives of the course, 

and educational technology available to determine if an arrangement for remote instruction is feasible. If a resolution 

within the course is not possible, the student may contact the department head over the course, and then the academic 

Dean, to see what other resolutions may be available.    

 

Learn more on the Student COVID-19 Response page on the University's website. If you have any questions or 

concerns, email deanofstudents@louisiana.edu.     
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Faculty Guidelines: Academic departments will procure a supply of masks through Facilities Management to make 

available to faculty for students who do not have a mask. If a student is required to wear a mask but is not wearing one 

as required in academic areas, faculty will provide a mask to the student and inform the student that it is a violation of 

the Code of Student Conduct not to wear a mask. If the student does not use the mask, the student will be required to 

leave the classroom and the faculty will advise them that they will report it as a violation of the Code of Student 

Conduct. The faculty will complete the Community Reporting Form found on the Office of Student Rights and 

Responsibilities website. Any class missed due to a student’s failure to adhere to the requirement of wearing a mask 

will be recorded as an unexcused absence.    

The student will not be allowed into the academic setting until clearance has been provided from the Office of Student 

Rights and Responsibilities. Students should stay in contact via e-mail with their instructors/professors pending 

clearance.    

 

Health or Safety Risk: The University may request or require a student to leave campus when that student’s continued 

presence on campus poses a health or safety risk for community members.    
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UNIV 100 FALL 2020 
 

Cajun Connection – Virtual through Moodle – must be completed by August 31 

 
Monday Class Topic Wednesday Class Topic Assignment Due 

Aug. 17 Welcome/Syllabus   

(A-L) 

Aug. 19 Welcome/Syllabus   

(M-Z) 

 

Aug. 24 UL History/Syllabus 

Mapping (A-L) 

Aug. 26 UL History/Syllabus 

Mapping (M-Z) 

Bring the syllabus to class of the one 

class you think will be your hardest 

Aug. 31 “My Story”         

(Virtual) 

Sept. 2 Goal Setting       

(Virtual) 

“My Story” Assignment                  

Goal Setting worksheet (in class)    

Reflection Jour. #1 due 9/4 by 5:00 pm                

Sept. 7 
Labor Day 

Sept. 9 
Study Skills (ALL) 

 

Sept. 14 Test Taking Strategies  

(A-L) 

Sept. 16 Test Taking Strategies   

(M-Z) 

Reflection Journal #2 due 9/18 by 

5:00pm               

Sept. 21 FOCUS 2                    

(Career Services) 

Sept. 23 FOCUS 2                   

(Career Services) 

 

Sept. 28 
Time Management   

(A-L) 

Sept. 30 
Time Management   

(M-Z) 

Midterm Essay due Oct. 2 by 11:59pm 

(Moodle)  

Time Management Schedule due (in 

class) 

Oct. 5 Advising 101         

(Virtual) 

Oct. 7 Campus Resource 

Scavenger Hunt  (ALL) 

Reflection Journal #3 due 10/9 by 5:00 

pm 

Oct. 12 
Advising 

Oct. 14 
Advising 

FOCUS 2 Assignment due on Moodle 

Oct. 19 Check in/Rant Day   

(A-L) 

Oct. 21 Check-in/Rant Day   

(M-Z) 

Reflection Journal #4 due 10/23 by 

5:00 pm 

Oct. 26 Financial Literacy     

(pt. 1) 

Oct. 28 Financial Literacy      

(pt. 2) 

Financial Literacy (pt. 1) due Mon.     

Financial Literacy (pt. 2) due Wed. 

Nov. 2 Library Scavenger 

Hunt 

Nov. 4 
Library Literacy 

Reflection Journal #5 due 

UL Passport due 

Both due 11/6 by 5:00 pm 

Nov. 9 Wellness               

(Virtual) 

Nov. 11 How to prep for Finals 

(Virtual) 

 

Nov. 16 Final Presentation    

(A-L) 

Nov. 18 Final Presentation      

(M-Z) 

Personal User Manual due 11/15 by 

11:59 pm 

 

 

UL Academic Dates and Deadlines 

Last Day for Adding Classes – Friday, August 21    

Advising Session for Spring 2020 – Monday, October 12 – Friday, October 23  

Last Day to Drop with Grade of W – Thursday, October 29    

Last Day to Resign from the University – Thursday, October 29 

 

 


